London-based Chinese artist, Xu Yang, presents her first solo
exhibition ‘Therefore | Am’ in Athens.

April 21,2022 — Dio Horia Gallery is pleased to announce the solo exhibition of London-
based Chinese artist Xu Yang, entitled ‘Therefore | Am’. Xu's first solo exhibition in
Greece, May 4 - June 3, 2022, is showcasing the never-ending journey of identity, passion
and power.

The exhibition will be the result of the artist’s residency at Dio Horia (April 2022), and will
be opening on May 4th, in the presence of the artist. Xu is planning to deliver a location-

based performance during the opening of the show, sharing her extravagant, luxuriously
fine aura with the audience.

With a solid background in classical composition and landscape techniques, the artist’s
meticulously layered canvas is filled with luscious, thick brushstrokes, offering an end
result resembling a decadent cake, directly influenced by Rococo’s elaborate
ornamentation, curved lines, and a pastel color palette that helps illustrate actions and
bring fantasies to life.

Xu explores the construction of identity, from an expansive performative standpoint,
relinquishing the vulnerability of a receptive feminine position and embracing
empowerment. Drawing mainly from a movement traditionally dominated by women'’s
tastes, as well as the teachings of eminent female artists — from Elisabeth Le Brun and
Anna Costa to Claude Cahun and Cindy Sherman — and drag performance, she steps away
from her earlier series of faceless portraits and turns to an intimate self-portraiture that
corresponds to certain archetypes anyone shall feel free to project on, thus shaping
collective patterns, questioning what is real, what is fake, and what is woman.

Sharing the same name with one of the Qianlong Emperor’s leading artists, who was
recruited as a court painter in 1751, Xu Yang chooses to join in the entourage of
emblematic female figures of the 18th century, such as Marie Antoinette and Madame de
Pompadour, and communicate the social & gender hierarchies shift that their power and
influence represented.

While the performative post-structural aspect is found to be temporal, our core is timeless
and universal, and as the artist regards her constructed identity and performance as an
artwork, she makes use of manual photoshopping, in a postmodernist pastiche that brings
together Instagram pop culture and stereotypes of female beauty, silicone boobs, lush
dresses, hip-pads, fetish petticoats and classical sculpted busts. All-in-all, the artist’s oil
paintings incorporate diverse elements to which separate groups may relate — connecting
to the drag element, the queer identity, surgery & body modification, makeup, fashion or
female narratives, respectively — upscaling her symbolism to universal-level status.

Starting from a place where the sex/gender distinction is collapsing, there is no “natural
body” pre-existing its cultural inscription. For, as per J. Butler, bodies are gendered from
the beginning of their social existence, there is no existence that is not social, and there is
no sex that is not always already gender. In this way, the artist offers an active perspective
that is ultimately political, pushing boundaries, challenging & delicately directing the way
the viewer experiences and interprets the phenomena that they observe.

DIO HORIA CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY * ATHENS * MYKONOS * GREECE * INFO@DIOHORIA.COM



Quoting the artist, “This show, it is my presence; behind thinking, there is a conscious
construction.” Or, in other words, Creo, Ergo Sum [l create, therefore | am].

NOTES TO EDITORS

— END —

— Xu Yang (b. 1996, China) lives and works in London, U.K. She received an MA in Painting
from the Royal College of Art (2018-2020) and a First-Class Honours BA in Painting from
Wimbledon College of Arts. Xu has been the recipient of several awards; in 2019, Xu
received the Highly Commended award at the Air Gallery Open and she was the winner of
Barbican Arts Group Trust Artwork Open 2019. Xu's work explores childhood fantasies,
fetishes and identity, through painting, photography, and mixed media, taking history and
mysticism as a starting point. Her practice is driven by a desire to ‘resuscitate’ Rococo
styles and sensibilities, painting unapologetic female figures in a lavish, extravagant style.
Her works have been featured in numerous exhibitions around the world and presented in
various international art publications like Vogue Singapore, Elephant Magazine, Fad
Magazine, The Sunday Times Culture, among others.

— Exhibition info

Xu Yang: Therefore | Am
Residency Show | Solo show
Dio Horia Athens

May 4 - June 3, 2022

Dio Horia Project Space Athens
Mantzouraki 16, 11524,

Nea Filothei, Athens

Tel: +30 2106714827

Email: info@diohoria.com

— Upcoming Exhibitions & Fairs

Maja Djordjevic: The Metamorphosis
Taipei Dangdai Art Fair

Solo Booth # S13

May 20 - May 22, 2022

After Hope

Chris Akordalitis, Pablo Benzo, Javier
Calleja, Mira Dancy, Maja Djordjevic, Hulda
Guzman, Elias Kafouros, Katelyn Ledford,
Rhys Lee, lliodora Margellos, Tatiana
Zagari (Pottati Pottato)

Dio Horia Athens
June 8 —July 8,2022
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H KiveIKA¢ Kataywyng KaAAttéxvida anod to Aovdivo Xu Yang
napouotalel TNV npwTtn TtTNG atopikn €KkOeon otnv ABnRva, ‘Therefore
| Am’ [Apa undpxw]

22 AnptAiou 2022 — Me (18laitepn xapa n ykaAepi AUo Xwpld avakolvwvel TNV atopLKi
é€kBeon tng KIveQIKAG Kataywyng KaAAttéxvidag and to Aovbdivo Xu Yang, pe titAo
‘Therefore | Am' [Apa unapxw]. H npwtn atopikn €ékBeon tng Xu otnv EAAGSa, 4 Maiou - 3
louviou 2022, napouaotdlel to atéppovo taidl Tn¢ tautodtnTag, Tou Nnddoug Kat Tng
efouoiac.

H ékBeon Oa npayupatonowindsi w¢ entotéyacpa tou residency tng Xu ota Avo Xwplda
(AnpiAlog 2022) kat Ba eykalviaotei otig 4 Maiou, napouacia tng KaAAitéxvidac. Zta
gykaivia tng ékBeong, n Xu Ba entteAéoel yla napadotacn oxedlaopévn €181ka yia t
ouyKekplpévn tonoBeoia, Kolvwvwvtag oto kovd TNV NAouaola ekKAentuopévn alpa tne.

Me otépeo undBabpo oTig TeEXVIKEG TNG KAAOIKAC oUVOBEON Kal Tonoypa®iag, o ENPEAWC
noAueninedo¢ kapBag tng kaAAitéxvidacg ival yepdtog anoAauoTiKa XUupgwdeLg MVEALEC,
npoo@épovtag éva teAlkd anotéAeopa nou potdlsl ue dedeaotikn tolpta, Aueoa
ennpeacpévo anod tnv nepitexvn dStakdounon, Ti¢ KagnUAEG ypap£éG Katl TNV NacTtéA naAéta
Tou Pokok, nou BonBa va sikovoypa@nbei n 6pdon kat va {wvtavéyouyv ol
PAavItaclwoelC.

H Xu e€epeuva tnv kataokeun tng tautdétTntag and yla eupeia eMteAectikni okonid,
geykataAsinovtag tnv eubpauaotdétnta Tou OnAukoU w¢ S€kTn unép NG evéuvapwaongc.
AvtAwvtag Kuplwc and éva kivnua nou kuplapxsitalt napadootakd and ta yuvaikeia
youota, kaBwc kat ano tig didaxéc Stakekpigévwy KalMtéxvidwy —ano tnyv Elisabeth Le
Brun kat tnv Anna Costa w¢ tnv Claude Cahun kat tn Cindy Sherman- aAAd kat ané to
VIpayk NEpQopuave, anogakpuvetat and tnv nponyoupevn oslpd anpOownwy NopTpETWY
NG Kal oTpEPETaAl o€ Pia evO0OKONMIKA autonpoownoypa®ia nou avtlioToIXel o€ oplopéva
apxétuna, ota onoia kaBévag eivat eAeBepog va Kavel Tig SIKECG Tou NpoBoAc,
Slapop@wvovtacg £tal cuAAoyika potifa, agplofntwvtag Tt eival npaypatiko, T eivat
WeUTIKO Kal Tt €lval yuvaika.

Juvwvupn pe évav and toug kopupaioug KaAATéxveg Tou Autokpdtopa TolavAdvyk, o
onoiog¢ npooeAf@On wg {wypa@Pog TNG aUTOKPATopIKAG aUARG To 1751, n Xu Yang eniAéyel
va evtaxfei otnv Kouotwdia egANUATIKWYV yuvalkwy Tou 18ou alwva, 6nwc n Mapia
Avtouavéta kal n Mavtay vie NMopnavtoup, Kal va eNKOWVWVAOCEL TIG JETATONI{OELG OTIC
KOWVWVIKEC Kal EHPUAEC lepapxieg nou avtinpoowneuce n dUvapn Kal ENppor Touc.

H emteAeotiki petadopikn ntuxni anodeikvuetal epAPepn, OJwC o nupfnvag yag ivat
S1axpovIkA¢ Kal olkoupeviko, Kat kaBwg n kaAAtéxvida Bewpeil Tnv tautdtnTa KAl TNV
eMTEAECH TNG £PYO TEXVNC, ENOTPATEVEL TO XElponointo photoshopping yia va
dnuloupynoel éva petapoviépvo naotic nou cuvduddlel Tnv non KkouAtoUpa Tou Instagram
Kal ta otepedTUNA yuvalkeiag opop@lac, ta otidn and odikévn, ta nAovola popépata, ta
evbépata yAoutwy, Ta PeTix Kopgniveldv Kal TI¢ KAAoIKEC YAUNTEC MPOTOPEC. XTO oUVOAD
TOUG ol eAaloypa@iec TG KaAAMTéxvIOag EVOWPATWVoUV eTEpOKANTA OTOIXE(a JE Ta onoia
pnopouv va tautiotolv Stdpopec opadeg Bsatwyv —talTion UE TO OTOIXEIO VIPAyYK, TNV
tautdétnta Kouip, TNV Tpononoinon cwuatog UE XElPoupyIKA enéufaon, To YEIK an, Tn
pgoda n ta OnAukda agpnyniuata, avtiotoixa— avaBabpilovtag tov cupBoAiopd Tng oc
olKoupevIKko6 eninedo.

DIO HORIA CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY * ATHENS * MYKONOS * GREECE * INFO@DIOHORIA.COM



Me apetnpia to onueio 6rnou katappést n dStdkplon PUAOU/YEVOUC, TO «PUOIKO cwpa» dev
npoUndpxel TNG NOAITIOTIKAC TOU eyypa@nc. Aldti, cUpgpwva Pe tnv J. Butler, Ta cwpata
anoktouv @UAO HE TNV apxM TNS KOWWVIKAG Toug Unapéng, dev undpxet Unapén nou va pnv
givatl kolvwvikn kat 6ev undpxel @UAo nou va pnv €ivat navra nén yévoc. Me autov tov
TPONo, N KAAAITEXVIOA NPOCPEPEL Pla EVEPYH NPOONTIKN MOU eVTEAEL £ival MOALTIKN, wOEel
oc unépPBaon opiwv, npokaAwvtacg kat kabodnywvtag pe Aentdétnta Tov TPONOo Nnou ot
Beatéc Buwvouv Kal epunvelouV Ta galvopeva nou napatnpouyv.

MNapaBétovtag ta Adyia tng idlag tng kaAAtéxvidag, «Autr n ékBeon eivat n napouaia pou-
niow and tn oKEwn, undpxetl pia ouveldntr Kataokeun».'H, ue AA\Aa Adéyia, Creo, Ergo Sum

[Anploupyw, dpa undpxw].

— TEAOZ —

— H Xu Yang (y. 1996, Kiva) et kal epyaletal oto Aovdivo. Exel nTuxio Zwypa@IKAg UE
TunTkA 61dkplon npwtng kKAaong and to Wimbledon College of Arts kal getantuxiakd otn
Zwypa@iki and to Royal College of Art (2018-2020). H Xu éxel BpaBeutei and Stapodpoug
@opeic. To 2019, tn¢ anovepndnke n dtdkpion Highly Commended oto AIR Gallery Open
Kal Atav n vikAtpla tou Barbican Arts Group Trust ArtWorks Open. To £€pyo tng Xu
e€epeuva TI¢ NaldIKEC PAVTACIWOELG, TA PETIX Kal TNV Tautotnta, péoa and tn {wypaPikn,
N pwTtoypa@ia Kal JIKTEG TEXVIKEG, HE aPETNPia TNV loTopia Kal Tov JUOTIKIoP6. H
npaktikA Tn¢ kabodnyeitat and tnv entBupia va «avaBlwoe» ta oTuA Kal Ti¢ eualcdnoieg
Tou Pokok, {wypa@ilovtag ayEpwXEC yUValKeieg plyoupec ue nAoUalo, oxedov
unep@ialo otul. Epya Tng £Xxouv napouctactei og NOANEC eKOETelg oe OGN0 TOV KOGHO Kal
oc Sldpopa S1eBvi kaAAtexvika évtuna, 6nwc Vogue Singapore, Elephant Magazine, FAD
Magazine, The Sunday Times Culture, peta&l A \wv.

— MAnpogopieg €kOeong

Xu Yang: Therefore | Am

MNpdypappa Profeviag | Atopikn ‘EkBean
AUo Xwpla ABAva

4 Majiou - 3 louviou, 2022

AUo Xwpia Project Space AGnva
Mavtloupdakn 16, 11524,
Néa ®PAoBén, ABriva

Email: info@diohoria.com

— TMpooexeic eKOEoELG Kal Spwpeva

Maja Djordjevic: The Metamorphosis
Taipei Dangdai Art Fair

Atoutkn Napouciaon #513

20 Maiou - 22 Mdiou, 2022

After Hope

Chris Akordalitis, Pablo Benzo, Javier
Calleja, Mira Dancy, Maja Djordjevic, Hulda
Guzman, Elias Kafouros, Katelyn Ledford,

Rhys Lee, lliodora Margellos, Tatiana
Zagari (Pottati Pottato)

AUo Xwpla ABAva

louviou 8 — louAiou 8, 2022
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