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JOAKIM OJANEN & SUNNA HANSDOTTIR | KICK OFF

Dio Horia Gallery is pleased to present 'Kick Off', an exhibition of new works by
Swedish artists Joakim Ojanen & Sunna Hansdottir. The two-person show will open
Following the artists’ residency in Greece (October 2022). The presentation comprises
ceramics by Ojanen and paintings by Hansdottir and marks the first time that the real-
life couple are exhibiting together.

Ojanen showcases 7 ceramic sculptures and a large ceramic wall-piece. The artist is a
character-maker: his sculptures arise as cartoon-like figures with exaggerated
features that at first seem funny and playful but possess layered, nuanced
personalities and emotional depth. The artistic process takes part in various stages,
sculpting, leaving the works to dry, entering the kiln, coloring and glazing. Living with
them For a certain period, their final fForm finally emerges, in a spiral frame of time,
where the past and the present meet and characters that already exist come to
materializing once more afresh. Trying to pinpoint the feelings and moments of
loneliness, sadness, happiness, cluelessness and so on, Ojanen's work is a place for
memories and ordinary situations — but twisted (some times real twisted), “a place
where play is a serious matter and the serious is a matter of play” as quoted by Jakob
Ojanen, the artist’s brother. It's a place for Ojanen to figure out the world and himself.

Hansdottir presents a total of 12 paintings, created out of her craft-knowledge and
textile background. While her main interest keeps lying in the possibilities created
from the materiality of the canvas for contemporary art practices, this is about a more
experimental phase in the artist’s routine, with a new aesthetic dimension. Bringing
different skills into her works, with water-based colors filling the canvas and a top oil
coat, Hansdottir's image world is a combination of recurring figures and colors, such
as a brightly vibrating orange or a simple, curly line. In a playful and poetic way, the
artist is looking For tension, contrast and peace in different compositions of forms,
layers, colors and varied textures — drawing inspiration from silk and linen, to fine
weave and rough fibers canvas and Icelandic lava sand, fusing the tradition of painting
with her textile craft background, and finding strength in this meeting.

While a two-person show is generally regarded as a fruitful dialogue involving the
work of two separate artists, here there's a somewhat peculiar case. Viewers are
invited to experience the show as an entrance to an enticing new space, hand - and
mind - crafted by the artists, thoroughly adorned and inhabited by spirited creatures.
‘Kick OFf marks the couple’s return to working life, Following the birth of their First
child. Motifs coming from living together go into the artworks. Like mapping the new
information Flowing from one person to another, ‘Kick Off' captures a transcendent
period in the artists’ journey, involving such complete engagement and absorption
that action and awareness merge. Afterall, the flow of life is all about mindset, calling
us to embrace the exhilarating and empowering realization that we are but the
expression of powerful energies flowing forth into the world. In the meantime, let us
get our kicks.

— END —
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Short Bios

— Joakim Ojanen (b.1985, Vasteras, Sweden) lives and works in Stockholm. Ojanen
received a BA and an MFA in Crafts and Design at Konstfack University College of
Arts, Stockholm in 2012 and 2014 respectively. Selected solo exhibitions include:
‘We've Danced For A While Now And I'm Slowly Learning Your Steps’ at Nanzuka
Underground, Tokyo; ‘The part you throw away' at The Hole, New York; ‘A show for
the lonely distant baby souls’ at Richard Heller Gallery, Santa Monica; ‘Snakepit’ at The
Hole, New York; ‘Island’ at Dio Horia Gallery, Mykonos. Selected group exhibitions
include: 'Universes 5’ at The Hole, New York, NY; 'New Construction’ at The Hole, Los
Angeles; ‘Hollywood Road’ at AishoNanzuka, Hong Kong; ‘WOP’, WOAW Gallery, Hong
Kong; ‘Friends Nea Show' at Dio Horia Gallery, Athens. Ojanen’s work is currently part
of prestigious art collections, including Magasin I, Stockholm; Coleccién Solo,
Madrid; Statens Konstrad (Public Art Agency Sweden), Stockholm; The Bunker
Artspace, Palm Beach; Vasteras Art Museum, Vasteras; Eskilstuna Art Museum,
Eskilstuna; Aberg Museum, Balsta; Frans Masereel Centrum, Kasterlee; Géteborgs
Stad, Goteborg; Stdhl Collection, Norrkdping; Linkdping Kommun; Ostersunds
Kommun; Katrineholms Kommun; Galeborgs Lan; Varmdé Kommun and the Ryerson &
Burnham Libraries, the Art Institute of Chicago. His work has been featured in major
media, including Hypebeast and the Los Angeles Times, among others.

— Sunna Hansdottir (b.1987, Karlstad, Sweden) lives and works in

Stockholm. Hansdottir studied Textile in Stenebyskolan and received a BFA in Textile
and an MFA in Craft! at Konstfack, Stockholm in 2014 and 2019, respectively. Selected
solo exhibitions include: 'Som jag minns det’ at Rackstadmuseet, Arvika; 'Rod sol bla
rep’ at Gavle Konstcentrum, Gavle; ‘Materialromantik’ at Konstfonstret

Joar, Enkoping; 'In a world full of mouths | want to be an ear’ at Konstframjandet |
Varmland, Karlstad. Selected group exhibitions include: ‘Open-and-shut’ at Galleri
Thomassen, Goteborg; 'Téte-a-tété’ at Pandora Galleri, Goteborg; 'Notions of Female
leadership’ at Art Athina, Dio Horia Gallery, Athens; ‘Sexy food’ at Dotdotdot,
Stockholm; ‘All walls endless Waves' at Konstfack, Stockholm; ‘Crying is pointless’ at
Katarina Kyrka, Stockholm; “Drommarnas flygsallskap’ at Galleri Fabriksgatan

48. Hansdottir has been awarded with a number of scholarships,

including Konstnasrndmdens 1-3riga arbetsstipendium in 2020, Frimurarorderns
stipedie ur Den Nordiska Forsta S:t Johannislogens Jubelfond, Stiftelsen Maria
Lindgrens Sommerskehems stipendie and Fabrikor JL Eklunds utbildningstipendium in
2019, Estrid Ericsons resestipendium in 2018 and Akvarellmuseét, 7 dagars
vistelsestipendium in 2017.
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Pablo Benzo: Brief Encounters
ARTO021 Shanghai

Booth #P05

November 10 - November 13, 2022

Chris Akordalitis, Pablo Benzo,
Maja Djordjevic, Amir H. Fallah,
Stelios Karamanolis, Christoforos
Kraniotis, Ally Rosenberg,
Aleksandar Todorovic
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JOAKIM OJANEN & SUNNA HANSDOTTIR | KICK OFF

Me dlaitepn xapd n ykalepi AUo Xwpld napouatalel tnv ékOeon Kick Off, pe véa
épya Twv Zoundwv kaAitexvwv Joakim Ojanen & Sunna Hansdottir. H £€kBeon tou
vTtouétou Ba eykawviaotel Yetd to residency twv dUo kaAAitexvwy otnv EAAGSa
(OktwPpLog 2022). Kepapikda tou Ojanen kat nivakec {wypaPikic tne Hansdottir Ba
napouctactolv o€ auth tnVv £€kBeon nou onuatodotei TNV Npwtn Popa nou to
Ceuyapt otn {wn ekB£tel anod kowvod.

O Ojanen napouoldlel 7 Kepaygikd yAuntd kal éva peyalo Kepapikod, enttoixio €pyo. O
Ojanen ival évag dnuloupydg xapaktripwy: Ta YAUNTA Tou NPoKUNTOUV WG
KaplkatoUpEeC, UE UNEPTOVIOPEVA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA nou pavtdlouv aoteia Kal
nawxvidlapika ek NpwIng OWewc, arld dtabétouv npoownikdTNTEC PE AAAENAAANAEG
S1a0TpWHPATWOELG, AENTEC aANOXPWOELG Kal cuvaloOnuatikd BaBoc¢. H KAAAITEXVIKN
Sladikaoia ouvteAeital og dtadoxika otddia: nAdopo, EApavon Twv £pywv, YHoLUo
oToV POoUpPVO, XpWHATIOPOC Kal epudAwon. Zwvtag pall ye ta €pya yla Kanoto
XpoViké Sldotnua, N TeEAKN Toug pop®n avadietal péoa o€ €va onelpoEldEC XPOVIKO
nAaiolo, 6rnou to napeABoOV Kal to napdv cuvavtiouvtal Kal ot NpoUnapXovieg
XapaktApeg uAonotlouvtal €k Véou. Enixelpwvtag va cuAaBel cuvaloBniuata Kat
oTypég povallag, OAipng, xapdg, ayvwoiacg K.o0.K., To €pyo Tou Ojanen sival évag
TONOC yla avapvnoelg Kal ouvhBelg Kataotaoelg — aAAa dtaotpeBAwWPEVEC (HEPLKEC
opéc andAuta dlaotpeBAwPEVEC), «Evag Tonog dnou to naixvidt ivat cofapod {itnua
Kat to ooBapd yivetat naxvidbm, dnwc avapépel o Jakob Ojanen, adeA@dg tou
KaAAtéxvn. Evag tonog 6nou o Ojanen enixelpei va anokwOIKONoIoEL TOV KOOUO Kal
ToV £aUTO TOU.

H Hansdottir napouactalel cuvoAika 12 nivakeg {wypa@ikig, PIAOTEXVNHEVOUC PE
Bdon tn yvwon NG oTn XEIPOTEXVIKNA Kal TNV neipa tn¢ Y€ ta updaopata. To KUplo
evllapépov tne¢ e€akoAoubei va éykeltal otic SuvatdTNTEC NOU NPOCPEPEL N
UAIKOTNTA TOU KapPPBAa oTi¢ oUyXpoveg KAAAITEXVIKEG NPAKTIKEG, OpwC 6w NpdKeLtal
yla pla nio Newpapatikn ¢aon otnv NPAakTikA TG KaAAtéxvidag, Pe yla véa alodbntikni
dldotaon. Xuvdudalovtag oto £pyo NG SlapopeTikEC Oe€LOTNTEC, e TOV KAUPBA va
KaAuntetal anod xpwya pe Bdaon to vepd nptv dSnuioupynbei n endvw atpwon tng
eAaloypa@iag, To elkaotiké cupnav tng Hansdottir anoteAsitat andé évav cuvbuaopd
enavalapBavopevwy JopPwV Kal XpwHATwY, 6nwc £va ¢avtaxtepo NaAAOUEVO
nopToKaAi ) yla anAn Kupgatioth ypappn. Me évav natyviwdn kat notntikd tpdno, n
KaAAttéxvida emdnta tnv évtaon, Tnv avtibeon kat tn yaAnvn péoa and T
SlapopeTIkéC oUVOETELC TNC POPHAC, TIC S1IACTPWHATWOELG, TA XpWHATA Kal Ti¢
NoIKIAEC UPEC — avTAwvTag EPnveucn ano to PETASL Kal To Aivo wg tov KauBa Aentig i
Tpaxiac U@avong Kat tnVv t.oAavoikn neatoteloyevi aupo, cuvdualovtag tnv
napadoon tn¢ {WypaPLknG HE TN YVWON TNE OTNV UPAVIOUPYIKA, Kal aviAwvtag
Suvapn and authv tn ouvtnén.

MapdAo nou pia SinAn €kBeon Bewpeital yevika évag enoikodopntikdg diahoyog
avapeoa oto £pyo SU0 EeXwpPLloTwV KAAMTEXVWY, £6W £XOUPE va KAVOUUE UE Jla
Kanwc dlaitepn nepintwon. Ot Beatég npookalolvtal va Buwoouv tnv €KkBeon w¢
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eUBUOBION o€ évav deAeaoTikd VEO Xwpo, Nou SnUloUpynaoE To XEpL Kal To HuaAd Twv
600 KaAAITEXVWYV, NEPLOTOALOTO Kal Katolknuévo and nveupatwdn nAdopata. H
ékBeon Kick OFf onuatodotei tnv entotpo@n tou {euyaplol otnv enayyeApatikn (wn
HETA TN yévvnon Tou npwtou natdlou Touc. Ta £pya Toug EVowPatwvouyv potifa nou
avtAolvtal anod tn cuykatoiknaor Touc. av Xxaptoypdenaon TwV VEWV NANPOPOPLWV
nou péouv and 1o éva npéowno oto dAAo, n £ékBeon Kick Off anotunwvel yla
unepPBatiki nepiodo otn Stadpopn Twv KaAAttexvwy nou xapaktnpiletat and pia
1600 oAOKANPWTIKA déopeuan Kal anoppdPnon wote dpdon kal eniyvwon
ouyxwvevovtal. AN\woTe, o pouc tn¢ (wn¢ eival Bépa vootponiag — ki n £ékBeon pag
KaA&i va evotepvioToUye T ouvapnactiki Kat evéuvapwTtiki cuveldbntonoinon ott
Oev elpacte napd n €KPPacn LOXUPWV EVEPYELWV NOU EKPEOUV OTOV KOOHO. EV Tw
peta&u, ag to anoAalooUE.

— TEAOZ —
Zuvtopa Bloypa@ika

- 0O Joakim Ojanen (yev. 1985, Vasteras, Zoundia) (el kal epydletal otn STOKXOAUN.
XnoUdaoce KaAég Téxveg kat Ntildwv oto Konstfack tng ZtokxéAung, oAokAnpwvovtag
TIC NPONTUXIAKEG onoud£C Tou To 2012 Kal To petantuxtakd tou 1o 2014. ZTIC ATOHPIKEC
ekBéoel¢ Tou ocuykataAéyovtal ol €€ ‘We've Danced For A While Now And I'm Slowly
Learning Your Steps’ otn ykaAepi Nanzuka Underground — Tok1o, ‘The part you throw
away' otn ykaAepi The Hole NYC — Néa Yépkn, ‘A show for the lonely distant baby
souls’ otn Richard Heller Gallery — Xavta Mévika, ‘Snakepit’ otn The Hole NYC — Néa
Yopkn, ‘Island’ otn ykaAepi AUo Xwpld — MUKovVoC. ZTI¢ opadikég eKBEOELG NoU €XEL
ouppetdoxel nepthapBavovratl ot e€AC 'Universes 5 otn The Hole NYC — Néa Yépkn,
'New Construction’ otn The Hole — Ao AvtleAeg, ‘Hollywood Road’ otnv
AishoNanzuka — Xovyk Kovyk, ‘WOP’ otn WOAW Gallery — Xovyk Kovyk, ‘Friends Nen
Show’ otn ykaAepi AUo Xwpld — ABrva. Epya tou Ojanen neptAapBavovtal o€
OlaKkeKpIPEVEC CUANOYEC EpywV TEXVNG, cupnepAauBavopévwy Twv: Magasin Il —
Y>TokxOAun, Coleccidon Solo — Madpitn, Statens Konstrad (Public Art Agency Sweden) —
YtokxOAun, The Bunker Artspace — Palm Beach, Vasteras Art Museum -

Vasteras, Eskilstuna Art Museum - Eskilstuna, Aberg Museum - Bélsta, Frans Masereel
Centrum — Kasterlee, Goteborgs Stad — Géteborg, Stahl Collection — Norrkdping,
Linképing Kommun, Ostersunds Kommun, Katrineholms Kommun, Gileborgs Lin,
Varmdo Kommun kat Ryerson & Burnham Libraries oto Art Institute of Chicago. To
épyo tou éxel npoBAnBei ané onpavtikd MME, 6nwc¢ to Hypebeast kal ot Los Angeles
Times, yeta&l AAAwv.

- H Sunna Hansdottir (yev. 1987, Karlstad, Zoundia) et kal epyaletal otn
>tokx6Aun. H Hansdéttir onoudaoe Ypavtoupyikn oto Stenebyskolan aAAG kat oto
Konstfak tng Ztokx6Aung ané 6nou nipe Ntuxio YQavioupylkAg Kal JETANTUXIaKO
TitAo onoudwv otn Xelpotexvia, to 2014 kat to 2019, avtiotolxa. ZTiG ATOPIKEG
ekBéoelc TNg ouykataAéyovtal ol e€AC 'Som jag minns det’ oto Rackstadmuseet -
Arvika, 'Rod sol bla rep’ oto Gavle Konstcentrum — Gavle, ‘Materialromantik’ oto
Konstfonstret Joar — Enkoping, 'In a world full of mouths | want to be an ear’ oto
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Konstframjandet | Varmland — Karlstad. Ztic opadikéc ekBEaelg nou €Xel CUPPETAOXEL
nepltAagPBavovral ot e€A¢: ‘Open-and-shut’ otn Galleri Thomassen — Goteborg; 'Téte-a-
tété’ otnv Pandora Galleri — Goteborg, 'Notions of Female leadership’ otnv Art Athina
—yKaAepi AUo Xwpld — ABnva, ‘Sexy food’ oto Dotdotdot — ZtokxéAun, ‘All walls
endless Waves' oto Konstfack — ZtokxéAun, ‘Crying is pointless’ otnv Katarina Kyrka —
>tokx6Aun, ‘Drommarnas flygsallskap’ otn Galleri Fabriksgatan 48 — Géteborg. H
Hansdottir éxel AABel oglpd unotpolwy, cupneplAagBavopévwy Twv:
Konstnasrndmdens 1-ariga arbetsstipendium to 2020, Frimurarorderns stipedie ur
Den Nordiska Forsta S:t Johannislogens Jubelfond, Stiftelsen Maria Lindgrens
Sommerskehems stipendie kat Fabrikor JL Eklunds utbildningstipendium to

2019, Estrid Ericsons resestipendium to 2018 kat Akvarellmuseét, 7 dagars

vistelsestipendium to 2017.

— MAnpo@opieg €kOeong

Joakim Ojanen &

Sunna Hansdottir: Kick OFf

'EkBeon Residency

AUo Xwpla AkpdnoAn

03 NoepBpiou — 03 AekepPBpiou 2022

AUo Xwpia AKponoAn
Aepnéon 5-7 & Mopivou 16
AkpdénoAn, ABrva, 11742
TnA: +30 2109241382
Email: info@diohoria.com

— MNpooexeiq EKOéoeLg

Pablo Benzo: Brief Encounters
ARTO021 Shanghai

MNepintepo #P0O5

10 - 13 NoepuBpiou 2022

Xpiotog AKkopdalitng, Pablo Benzo,
Maja Djordjevic, Amir H. Fallah,
ItéAog KapapavwAng,
Xplotopopog Kpaviwtng, Ally
Rosenberg, Aleksandar Todorovic
UNTITLED Art

Mepintepo #29

29 NogpBpiou — 03 AekepPBpiou 2022



