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The Callas (Lakis & Aris lonas) | Strange Fruits

Support the power of women
Use the power of man
(“Flower” by Sonic Youth, 1985)

Dio Horia Gallery is delighted to introduce 'Strange Fruits', an exhibition by The
Callas (Lakis & Aris lonas), marking their debut as represented artists with the
gallery. ‘'Strange Fruits’ comes shortly after their monumental museum exhibit held
last season at the Onassis Stegi.

Greek D.LY pioneers The Callas, consisting of the brothers Lakis & Aris lonas, along
with their friends/ fFamily/ collaborators, have been leading a loose-knit artistic
collective dedicated to creating works spanning art, film, and music since 2002.
Their focus revolves around themes related to urban symbolism, collective
archetypes, and the creative possibilities inherent in experimentation, infused with
copious references; from song lyrics and literature to visual time travels.

‘Strange Fruits’ (a note to Billie Holliday's anti-racist anthem, southern trees are
well-known to bear strange fruit), brings together the duo’s diverse visual practice,
encompassing the fields of painting, sculpture and embroidered tapestry.

The dark acrylics and spray paintings welcome viewers at the sidewalk, the forms
and colors blending together in a peculiar interplay of midpoints, in lo-fi, emotional
geometric compositions, attesting to Urban culture, in its most complex and mystic
facet. In the same vein, the gallery space is full of flowers in dark backgrounds. A
memento-mori in the subtlest of ways, their scent evokes scenes from the nearest
or more distant past, while a neon palette and Manet's still-life works meet the
darkest visions of the Spanish masters. Taking the time to fully absorb a familiar
setting with the blinds half-closed, in the middle of the room there stands a
grandiose column®, made out of old Athenian pavement marbles.

Finally, at the basement (annex) of the gallery, The Callas deliver a traditional/
utopian, neon-colored installation, directly opposed to the upper floor's darker
hues. Here, The Callas’ distinctive hand-made tapestries, conceived by themselves
and crafted by their beloved mother and aunt, coming from a Greek rural village,
seem like privately, yet boldly paving the way to the strange times ahead.

Or, in The Callas’ own words, “Don t know exactly how to express it. Flowers &
Marbles & Embroiderism. Sounds like an Emily Dickinson's lyric or a Gertrud Stein's
poem-as-pill or like some Sun Ra's guidelines for a recording. It's like resting under a

*Technical study and mechanical planning of work: Dimitris Korres - Korres engineering
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Cypress' shadow, next to a Psychladic” sunset, trying to hold honey in your palm. Cut.
A Raymond Carver's living room, a table, a window on his back, a vase with flowers,
maybe. Did you know that Death and Dreams were brothers? And Night was their
mother? Sorry, a pause, how many open tabs have you in your browser right now?
Proust's "madeleine effect"” drags up Manet, El Greco, a muted Morandi poster on the
wall and a Coke Zero dawn. Half night as in Mulholland Drive, a colorful basement-
bubble-bunker but there's no window, and you can't realize where the light comes
from. Not sure if you really care. As a final word, we'd love you to know that we
always carry a Sylvia Plath's book in our pocket, as an apotropaic gun, as a tender

mn

"fuck off" to "foreverness”".
— END —
Short Bio

— The Callas (Lakis lonas b. 1974, Aris lonas b. 1975, Greece) live and work in
Athens, Greece. The duo received an MA in Fine Arts from Chelsea College of Art &
Design, London, UK in 2001. Selected shows include: New Museum (NY), Stegi |
Onassis Foundation (Athens), DESTE foundation (Athens), Benaki Museum
(Athens), Documenta 14 (Athens), Palais de Tokyo (Paris), Family Business (NY),
Athens Biennial (Athens), Andreas Melas Projects (Athens), State Of Concept
(Athens), The Breeder (Athens), Kustera Projects (NY), Atopos CVC (Athens), Yinka
Shonibare Space (London). The Callas have collaborated with Lee Ranaldo (Sonic
Youth) and Jim Sclavunos (Nick Cave and The Bad Seeds) on music albums and live
performances. Their inaugural feature film, "LUSTLANDS" (HAOS film), premiered
at the 7th Athens Avant-Garde Film Festival, while their second film, "The Great
Eastern," was filmed at DESTE's foundation project space, Slaughterhouse in
Hydra, and made its debut at the Onassis Foundation — Stegi, later being screened
at Documenta 14. Their third film, "SICK," had its premiere at the Thessaloniki
International Film Festival. Their live performances have taken them to renowned
festivals, including the Liverpool Psychedelic Festival in Liverpool, The Great
Escape Festival in Brighton, Reeperbahn Festival in Hamburg, Indietracks Festival
in Derby, and Indigenes Festival in Nantes. They've shared the stage with notable
artists such as Thurston Moore, The Brian Jonestown Massacre, Ty Segall, and
Grinderman. Furthermore, their studio space going by the name Velvet Room, is
one of the most active D.LY. cultural spaces/ collectives in the historical center of
Athens.

* From psychedelic + Cycladic



— Exhibition info

The Callas: Strange Fruits

Solo Show

Dio Horia Acropolis

November 01, 2023 - January 06, 2024

Dio Horia Acropolis

5-7 Lempesi & 16 Porinou St
Acropolis, Athens, 11742

Tel: +30 2109241382 | +30 2106714827
Email: gallery@diohoria.com
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— Upcoming presentations

Chris Akordalitis, Elias Kafouros,
Caroline Larsen, Laure Mary:
Figurative NOW

ARTO021 Shanghai

Booth #P05

November 09 - 12, 2023

Chris Akordalitis, The Callas (Lakis &
Aris lonas), Maja Djordjevic, Elias
Kafouros, Caroline Larsen, Laure Mary,
Selma Parlour, Ally Rosenberg,
Aleksandar Todorovic: Group
Presentation

Untitled Art Fair, Miami

Booth #B12

December 06 - 10, 2023
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The Callas (Adkng & Apng lwvag) - Strange Fruits

Support the power of women
Use the power of man
(“Flower” by Sonic Youth, 1985)

H ykaAepi AUo Xwpld napouoidlel pe 1dlaitepn xapad to “Strange Fruits”
[Mapa&eva ®poutal, pla ékBeon twv The Callas (Adkng & Apng lwvac), oto
VTEUNOUTO TNG EKNPOCWNNONG Toug anod tn ykaAepi. To “Strange Fruits” épxetatl
Alyo peTa tn pvnpelwdn pouoetakn €kBear toug tnv nponyolpevn oeldv otn ZTéyn
Tou I16pupatog Qvaon.

OUEAAnveg npwtonoépot tou DIY The Callas, nou anoteAouvtat ané toug adeA@oug
AAkn kat Apn lwva, padi pe toug piloug/ouyyeveic/ocuvepydteg Toug,
Spaoctnplonotouvtat and to 2002 w¢ pia atunn KAAATEXVIKH GUAAOYIKOTNTA Nou
elval aplepwpévn otn dnuoupyia Epywv Téxvng, KIvnuatoypdgou Katl Jouotkig. Ot
Bepatikég otic onoieg eotidlouv neplotpépovtal yUpw and tov actikd
oupBoAlopd, Ta cuAloyikd apxétuna kat TG dSnPloupyikég duvatdtnteg nou
EVUNAPXOUV OTOV NEIPAPATIOPO, EPNOTIoPEVA OAa HE APOOVEC EEWTEPIKEG
avaQop£g — anod otixoug Tpayoudlwy Kal Aoyotexvia HEXPL EIKAOTIKEC
NePINAQVAOELG OTOV XPOVO.

To “Strange Fruits” (6nou o titAo¢ pvnuoveUEeL TOV avtlpatoloTiko UPvo “Strange
Fruit” tng Billie Holiday — w¢ yvwotd, ota dévtpa tou votou Kpéuovtat napdéeva
@pouta) avadelkVUEL TIG NOIKINOPOPPEG EIKACTIKEG MPAKTIKEG TOU VIOUETOU, Ol
onoieg ouvbudalouv ta nedia tng {wypaPIkAg TNG YAUNTIKAG KAl ToU KEVINTOU
tanoepl.

Nuxteptvol nivakeg pe akpuAilkd kat onpél kahwoopilouv toug Beatéc oto
neCobpoyLo, PE TIC HOPPEC KAl TA XpwHata va avayglyvuovtal o€ pia 1dtépopen
aAnAenibpaon kKevipikwy onueiwy, o€ cuvaloBNUATIKEC YEWPETPLKEG OUVOEDELC,
Mou paptupoUV ToV acTikO NOALITIONO, TNV NIO NEPINAOKN KAl JUCTAYWVYLKR NTUXA
TOU. XT0 (610 Nnvelpa, o Xwpog tng yKaAepli eival yepatog AouAoudia o okoUpa
@ovta. Eva avenaicOnto memento mori, yla noAU dtakpttikn undpvnon
Bvntétntag, ye to Apwpa twv Aouloudlwv va Bupilel oknvég anod To no Kovtivo i
10 nto pakpvé napeABdv, kabBwg pla naAéta véov Kal ol VEKPEG PUOELG Tou Mavé
ouvavtoUv ta no oKoTelva opdpata Twv lonavwyv peyaAwv dackaiwv. Aivovtag
XpOvo otov Beatr va apopgolwaoel £va olkeio nepBairiov, cav va ‘val péoa and
ylodvolxta napdbupa, otn péon tou dwpatiou oTéKel gla gyeyalonpenig oTthAn’,
Kataokeuaopévn and naild papuapa neodpopiou tng ABrvac.

* TEXVIKI) LEAETN Kal UNXavoAoYIKOG axedlaouog Epyou: Anuntpns Koppég - Korres engineering
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TéMAog, oto undyelo (napdptnua) tng ykaAepi, ot Callas napadidouv pia
napadoaclakn/outonikn eykatdotacn Pe xpwpata véov, o€ aueon avtibeon npog
TIC MO OKOUPEC ANOXPWOELG TOU £NAvw opo@ou. ESw, ol XxapaKTnpIoTIKES
xelponointeg tantoepi twv Callas, oxedlaopéveg and toug idloug kat
@\otexvnPéVEG and TNV ayannuévn Toug gntépa Kal tTnv ayannuévn toug Beia, ot
onoieg katdyovtal and éva eAANVIKSG aypoTikd xwpld, @avtalouv va avoiyouv
(OlWTIKA aAAd Kal ToAunpa tov dpouo Npog Ti¢ Napa&eveg enox£EG Nou €pxovtal.

'H, pe ta Adyla twv (dlwv twv Callas: «Aev EEpouue nw¢ akplBw¢ va to EKPPATOULE.
NouAoudia & Mdpuapa & Kevtnuatiouos. Akouyetat oav atixo¢ tn¢ Emily Dickinson 1y
oav noinua-wg¢-xam tn¢ Gertrude Stein ry oav odnyiec nxoypd@nong tou Sun Ra. Eivat
oav va éanoataivelg atn okld evoc Kunaptoatod, nAdt os éva Psychladic® nAtoBacideua,
npoonabwvtag va mdoeig uéAt otn xou@ta oou. Cut. Eva kabiotiké tou Raymond
Carver, éva tpanédl, éva napdBupo atnv nAdtn tou, éva Balo e AouAoudia, iowg. To
&€pate nwc¢ o Odvatog kat ta Ovelpa ritav adép@ia; Kat n NUxta ritav n untépa toug
Zuyyvwun, Ma nauaon, NnooeC KapTEAEC EXETE AQVOIXTEC auTh) T OTIYUN) OTOV UNOAOYIOTT)
oag; H «eniépaon tou umnokotou uavtAév» tou Mpouat avakadel tov Mavé, tov EA
kpéko, uta BoAn apioa Morandi otov toixo Kat éva énuépwua Coke Zero. Mioovuxta
Mulholland Drive, éva noAuxpwpo undyeto-bubble-bunker aAAd xwpic napdBupo, Kat
bev unopeic va ouveldbntonotjoel¢ and nou Epxetal to pwc. Asv EEPOULE KL aVv OE
votalet ot’ aAnBeia. KAeivovtag, Oa BéAaue va E€pete Ott ndvta kouBaAdue éva BifAio
tn¢ Sylvia Plath otnv toénn pag, w¢ anotponaiké 6nAo, wg €va TpuPePo “dvte
yaunoou” atnv “navrotivétnta’».

— TEAOZ —
ZUvtopo Bloypa@ikod

— Ot The Callas (Adakng lwvagy. 1974, Apng lwvagy. 1975, EAAada) (ouv Kkalt
epyalovtal otnv ABnva. Agypodtepotl oAokAnpwaoav petantuxiakd (MA) otig KaAég
Téxveg oto Chelsea College of Art & Design tou Aovbivou to 2001. EKBéoelg Epywv
TOoUG éXouv napouctactel petal AAwv otoug e€AC XWpPOoUC Kal popeic: New
Museum (Néa Yépkn), Ztéyn I6pUpatoc Qvaon (ABnva), 16pupa AEXTE (ABRva),
Mouoegio Mnevakn (ABrva), Documenta 14 (ABrva), Palais de Tokyo (Mapiot),
Family Business (Néa Yépkn), MnievaAe tng ABrivag, Andreas Melas Projects
(ABrAva), State of Concept (ABrva), The Breeder (ABriva), Kustera Projects (Néa
Yépkn), Atopos CVC (ABrva), Yinka Shonibare Space (Aovdivo). Exouv cuvepyaoTel
Je toug Lee Ranaldo (Sonic Youth) kat Jim Sclavunos (Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds)
O€ JOUOIKA aApnoup kal {wvtavég eggavioelg. H npwtn peydlou gikoug tatvia

* Ané to psychedelic + Cycladic [wuxebeAkd + KUKAaSIKG]



DIO HORIA GALLERY
ATHENS, GREECE
+30 210 6714827
INFOODIOHORIA.COM
WWW.DIOHORIA.COM

toug, LUSTLANDS (Haos Film), ékave npepiépa oto 70 Athens Avant-Garde Film
Festival, evw n 6gUtepn tawvia toug, The Great Eastern, yupiotnke otov ekBeolakd
XWpo tou I6pUpatog AEZTE ota Zpayeia tng'Ydpag, £ékave 1o vieunoUTto TNG oTNn
>téyn tou I6pUpatog Qvaon kat apyodtepa npoPBAROnke otnv Documenta 14. H
tpitn Tawia toug, SICK, ékave npepgiépa oto PeotifaA Kivnuatoypdgou
©eooalovikng. Ot Callas éxouv npayupatonotjosl {wvtavég egpavioslg os
kataflwpéva peotfaA, peta&l twv onoiwv: Liverpool Psychedelic Festival oto
AiBepnou), The Great Escape Festival cto Mnpaitov, Reeperbahn Festival oto
AuBoupyo, Indietracks Festival oto Ntépunt kat Festival Indigénes otn Navtn.
‘EXouv polpaotei tTn oknVvh HE onPavtikoug KaAAttéxveg 6nwg ot Thurston Moore,
The Brian Jonestown Massacre, Ty Segall kat Grinderman. To otoUvTi6 Toug U TO
6vopa Velvet Room gival évag ané toug nio dpactrploug DIY noAttiotikoUg
XWPOUC/OUANOYIKOTNTEC OTO LOTOPLKO KEVTPO TNG ABRvac.

— MAnpo@opieg €KOeoN(

The Callas: Strange Fruits

ATtoputkn é€kBeon

AUO Xwpld AkpdnoAn

1 NogpPBpiou 2023 - 6 lavouapiou 2024

AUo Xwpla AKponoAn

Aepnéon 5-7 & Mopivou 16

AkponoAn, ABrva, 11742

TnA: +30 2109241382 | +30 2106714827
Email: gallery@diohoria.com

— MpoGEXEIG NAPOUCLATELG

Xpiotog Akopdalitng, HAiag
KagouUpog, Caroline Larsen, Laure
Mary: figurative NOW

ARTO021 Zaykan

MNepintepo #P0O5

9 -12 NoguBpiou 2023

Xpiotog Akopdalitng, The Callas
(Adkng & Apng lwvag), Maja
Djordjevic, HAiag Ka@ouUpog, Caroline
Larsen, Laure Mary, Selma Parlour,
Ally Rosenberg, Aleksandar Todorovic:
ZuAloyiKA napouagiaon

Untitled Art Fair, Maiaut

MNepintepo #B12

6 — 10 AekepBpiou 2023
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