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Iliodora Margellos | Histonas (Room of Webs)

Setting up in the palace a great histon, she wove
a fine and very wide (histon)

— Odyssey ii 94-95

Dio Horia Gallery is pleased to present Iliodora Margellos’ ‘Histonas (Room of Webs)’, a
solo project showcasing a total of thirteen new works by the Greek-Swiss artist, on view
at Dio Horia Acropolis Annex, April 06 — May 06, 2023.

While in Classical Greece, women used to spend most of the day in the gynaikon, the
women's quarters of the house located on an upper floor, where mothers raised their
children and engaged in spinning thread and weaving, Iliodora Margellos revisits history
and places this private space at Dio Horia Acropolis Annex, located at the lower level of
the gallery. Thus, a peculiar kind of a temple is being built, dedicated to powerful
goddesses, such as Athena, Arachne, and Artemis Chrysselakatos, that praises patience
and nurture as feminine qualities translated through the silent act of weaving and
embroidery, and aims to tame the spirits and counterbalance enforced social isolation,
securing an opening to women's inner world via quiet means of expression.

In the Histonas (Room of Webs) installation, Margellos’ storytelling unravels through
manual repetitive gestures, in two separate series of handmade embroidery & weaving on
metal screen: the Seasons series (i.e. | Will Love You Like Today All Year Round (Summer,
Fall, Winter, Spring)) and the Nostalgia series (i.e. | Want To Make Nostalgia My Friend
(Nostos, Ponos, Kleos)), informed by the artist’s mixed origins, as an effort to re-enact the
singular topographic and mythological elements that illustrate Greek heritage and
society. The works’ titles bring to mind lyrics of a familiar song; as per Gregory Nagy, in
discussion of Homer and the lyric poets “the idea of making song is expressed
metaphorically through the idea of making fabric”.

The works co-exist in the same space as suspended, autonomous bodies, to create an
immersive visual play. Using surface reflection and thread as a medium for embroidery,
weaving, and beading, the artist invites the viewer to experience the Greek topos, as a
reference to the abundance of color in Greece’s multitude of islands and the infamous
element of the sun as a source of light, combined with the lasting tradition of feminine
roleplay and an ever-evolving discourse that involves the nostalgia of a past non-space
and the ongoing intensity of our present times.

In Histonas (Room of Webs), time evolves and continues to flow, emotions appear to be
the same but gradually change in valence, and women - the artist included - seek visual
and interior balance. Varied materials come together to playfully transcend the
borderlines between the architecture’s enclosure of space, the fabric’s penetrability and
the art’s ultimate journey of the soul.

— END —
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— Iliodora Margellos (b. 1985, Minneapolis, USA) lives and works in Athens. She
graduated from Yale University in 2006 with a BA in Art, and later worked at the studio of
Peter Halley. She expanded her artistic practice with studies in photography and
printmaking at the Columbia School of Arts and drawing at the Salzburg Academy of Fine
Arts in Austria. Selected solo exhibitions include: Fragments of Transparencies at Baert
Gallery, Los Angeles; ‘Bedroom Situation (Up in the Air)’ at Enter, Dio Horia Gallery,
Copenhagen; ‘One Sun For All’ at Dio Horia Gallery, Mykonos; Francesca Gabbiani | Iliodora
Margellos' at Baert Gallery, Los Angeles. Selected group exhibitions include: ‘(Home)
Situation Afloat’ at Frieze LA, Baert Gallery, Los Angeles; Tyranny: A Modern Intimacy,
61st Thessaloniki International Film Festival at The Project Gallery, Athens; Summer
Group Exhibition at Baert Gallery, Los Angeles; Notions of Female Leadership at Dio Horia
Gallery & Art Virtual Online, Athens; Future Fair, Dio Horia Gallery, Online edition, Artsy;
‘Omega to Alpha’, at the Museum of Modern Greek Culture, Athens. Her work has been
featured in the FT '"How To Spend It' issue in September 2020. In 2021, she won the Ruya
Maps finalist prize for the Spirit Issue of Creative Cities Project open call, Athens.
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HAobwpa MapyéAou | lotwvag / Histonas (Room of Webs)

otnoauévn péyav (aTov Evi ueydpolatv U@aive,
Aentov Kai nepiuetpov

— Oduvoosla 2.94-95

H ykaAepi AUo Xwpld napouotdlel e 1dlaitepn xapd tov «lotwva» tng HAlodwpag
MapyéAhou, éva adAo npodtlekt nou anoteAeital and cuvoAika dekatpia véa €pya Tng
EAAnvoeABetidag kaAAttéxvidag, ta onoia Oa ektiBevtal oto napdptnua AKponoAng tng
vkaAepi AUo Xwpld, to didotnua 6 Anptiiou — 6 Maiou 2023.

Ytnv kKAaolkl EAAGSq, ot yuvaikeg nepvoloav to HeyaAUtepo HEPOG TNG NUEPAG TOUC OTOV
yuvaikwvitn, f «yuvaikeiov», otov enavw 6poQo Tou onttioy, 6nou oL NTéEPEC Heyalwvav
ta natdlda toug  acxoAolvtav e To YVEOIUO Kal TNV ugavtiki. H HAlobwpa MapyéAAou
enavefetadel tnv lotopia kat tonoBetel autdv tov IBLWTIKO XWPO 0To KatwTtePo eninedo
ToU napaptipatog AKkpdnoAng tng ykaAepi AUo Xwpld. Owkodopeital £tot évag idlaitepog
TUnog vaou, aplepwPEVOC OE LOXUPEG yuvalkeieg Oedtnteg, dnwg n ABnvad, n Apdxvn kain
ApTeplg XpuonAdkatog, o onoiog e€aipet Tnv unopovi Kat tn epovtida wg OnAukég
1&16TNTEC NOU PETOUTLWVOVTAL JEow TNE olwnnPnS NPA&ng tng U@avong Kal Tou
KEVTAPATOC, Kal anookonel otnv e€nuépwon twv nOwv kat otnv avtiotabpion tng
avaykaoTiKAG KOWWVIKAG anopévwong, Staceaiifovtag éva avolypa oTov E0WTEPIKO
KOOPO TwV yuvalkwyv péow aBépuPwv tpdnwv éKkppaocnc.

Jtnv eykatdotaon tou lotwva, n apriynon tng MapyéAou Eetulivetal péoa and
enavalapBavopeveg XEIPWVAKTIKEC KIVAOELG, o€ OU0 EEXWPLOTEC OEIPEC XELponoinTwyY
KEVTNUATWYV Kal u@avtwy o€ JeTaAAIKA onta —tn oelpd Enoxég (I Will Love You Like Today
All Year Round (Summer, Fall, Winter, Spring)) kal tn oelpd NootaAyia (I Want To Make
Nostalgia My Friend (Nostos, Ponos, Kleos))— nou avtavakAoUv Kat tn PIKTA Kataywyn tng
KaAAttéxvidag, w¢ Pla npoondbela avanapdoctaong Twv Hovadikwy Tonoypapikwy Kal
HUBoAoyIKwV oToixeiwv Nou Lotopolv TNV EAANVIKA KAnpovopLd kal kowvwvia. Ot titAol
Twv épywv Bupilouv otixoug kAnolou yvwpidou tpayoudlol: 6nwg ine o kabnyntig
Gregory Nagy, cu{ntwvtag yla tov'Ounpo Kal toug AuptlkoU¢ notntég, «n dSnuioupyia evég
TpayoudloU ynopei va ekppactei yetapoplka péow tng Snuioupyiag evog upaopatocy.

Ta épya cuvundapxouv otov {610 Xwpo wg alwpouUpeva, autdévoua ocwuata, Wote va
dnuioupyoulv éva epBubiotikd ontikd naxvidl. Aflonolwvtag avakAaoTIKEG ENPAVELEC
KAl Xpnolgonowvtag To VAUa yla va KeVINoel, va UQAvel kat va npooBéael xavipeg ota
é€pya tng, N KaAAtéxvic npookalei tov Beatr va Blwoet Tov eAANVIKS «tdéno» w¢ avapopa
ota apbova xpwuata Twv NoAudplBuwv EAANVIKWY VNOLWYV KAl oTo NePLBOnTo oToIXeio
ToU AALoU w¢ NNYNS pwTog, o€ cuvduaouod Pe tn pakpaiwvn napddoon Twv yuvalkeiwv
«pOAwV» Kal tn ecasi ev e€eAiel oulATnoNn OXETIKA P T vootalyia yia évav napeAbovta
HN-XWpPOo Kat tn ouvexi{opevn évtaon tng ENoxn¢ Pac.
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Ytov lotwva, o xpbévoc e€eAiooetal kal ouvexilel va péel, ta ouvaloBriuata napagévouv
@alvopevika idla 6pwc otadlakd aAAalouv oe évtaon, Kalt ol yuvaikeg —
oupnepdapgBavopévng tng kaAttéxvidac— avalntolv ontikA Kal ECWTEPLKA loopponia.
MotkiAa UAIka cuykpotoUv gla natyviwdn Evwon nou endntd va unepPei ta 6pla avapeoa
OTNV APXITEKTOVIKNA oploBEétnaon tou Xxwpou, Tn dlanepatdtnta Tou UPAcHAToq Kal To

anwtato ta&idl tng Wuxng nou sivat n téxvn.

— TEAOZ —

ZUvtopo Bloypa@ikod

— H HAlodwpa MapyéANAou (y. 1985, MiveanoAn, HIMA) Let kat epydletal otnv ABrva.
Ano@oitnoe ané to Maveniotiplo Yale 1o 2006 pe ntuxio otnv Téxvn Kal apyotepa
eEpyaoctnke oto otouvtio tou Peter Halley. Enéktelve TNV KAAAITEXVIKA TNG NPAKTLIKN UE
onoudéc pwtoypagiag kat xapaktikig oto Columbia School of Arts kal oxediou otnv
Akadnpia KaAwv Texvwv Tou ZaAtopnoupyk tng Auotpiac. EmAeypéveg atodikEC eKBETELC
neplhapBavouv: «Fragments of Transparencies» otnv Baert Gallery, Aog AvtleAec,
«Bedroom Situation (Up in the Air)» oto Enter, FkaAepi Auo Xwpl14d, Kongyxayn, «One Sun
for All» otnv F’kaAepi Auo Xwptd, MUkovoc, «Francesca Gabbiani | Iliodora Margellos»
otnv Baert Gallery, Aog AvtleAec. EniAeypéveg opadikég ekBEoelg neplthapufavouy:
«(Home) Situation Afloat» oto Frieze LA, Baert Gallery, Aog AvtleAeg, «Tyranny: A Modern
Intimacy», 610 AleBvég PectBaA Kivnuatoypdgou ©socalovikng, oto The Project
Gallery, ABrjva, «@¢epivi) Opadiki ‘EkBeon» otnv Baert Gallery, Aog AvtleAec, «Notions of
Female Leadership» otnv NkaAepi AUo Xwpld & Art Virtual Online, ABrjva, Future Fair,
rkaAepi AUo Xwp1d, Online ékdoan, Artsy, «Omega to Alpha», oto Mouceio Nedtepou
EAANVIKOU MoAttiopou, Aoutpd twv Aépndwy, ABRAva. H SouAeld tng €xel napouctacTel
oTo teUxo¢ Twv Financial Times 'How To Spend It' tov ZentéuBptlo tou 2020. To 2021
képdloe to Finalist Prize tou Ruya Maps otnv avoixtr) npdéokAnaon Spirit Issue of Creative

Cities Project, ABrva.
— MAnpo@opieg €KOeon(
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