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Maja Djordjevic | ‘Theatre of Memories’

Dio Horia Gallery is pleased to present Maja Djordjevic’s ‘Theatre of Memories’, a solo
exhibition featuring an exciting mix of 8 free-standing paintings and 6 video works by the
Serbian artist, on view at Dio Horia Acropolis, February 04 — March 14, 2023. Published on
the occasion, a catalogue involving rich visual documentation, as well as text by Ana Eres,
is being released in conjunction with the show.

As per the latter, in her recent paintings, Maja Djordjevic explores the notion of fragility
by exposing the naked figures, the persistent protagonists of her painterly fabulations, to
the scenography of fictional imagery developed in reference to the idea of the theatre of
memory. Italian philosopher Giulio Camillo conceived the ‘Theatre of Memory’ project in
the 16th century as an ideal architectural structure that would spatialize the human
knowledge of the world. His design replicates the structure of the antique theatre whilst
reversing the relationship between stage and audience by placing the spectator on stage,
exposed to the memory of human knowledge arranged within the auditorium
construction. Taking this shift in relationship of exposure between the perceiving subject
and the objectified memory as an impetus, Djordjevic sets her alter-ego figures in
theatrical situations where they perform as both vulnerable subjects and objects of the
artist’s personal recollections.

Maja Djordjevic's painterly procedures are linked to the techniques of digital image
making in a simple drawing software, so popular among children during the 1990s, which
she often used and played with while growing up. One could say that her early formative
painting experience stems from the doodles and sketches she made in MS Paint as a
specific Form of pictorial diary she kept as a young girl, keeping the intimate memories
alive as jpeg or tiff files. The immediacy of transposing real everyday experiences to
ephemeral digital images formed the basis of a particular autobiography performed by
the doodle-like characters of young girls and boys who appear as main actors and
narrators in her paintings. The Theatre of Memory she creates within the exhibition space
therefore appears not only as a stage for exposure of fragility in terms of contemporary
bodily experiences, distressed and decomposed through technological mediations, but
also as a sort of dramaturgical confrontation with personal memories, fears and hopes.

As she persists in painting canvases camouflaged with rasterized computer graphics and
installed as objects in the exhibition space, a certain paradox between the digital and the
material image making is generated, which re-questions the notion of painting’s medium
specificity. It appears as an ambiguous commentary the painter makes on our
contemporary world of uncontrolled, endless and often chaotic circulation of digital
images, where everything has already been seen and exists in an eternal scroll: if the
painting can’t beat this, it should join it. In such a state-of-images, the painting is being
exposed to the challenge of absorbing and appropriating the mechanism of rivalry image
production modes in order to maintain its vitality. Maja Djordjevic finds in fragility the
resistance of painting to re-establish the relevance of its practice. Or, as the two bodies
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taped on the bed floating across the sea scream in her painting: Fragile together, always
and forever!

— END —
Short Bio

— Maja Djordjevic (b.1990, Belgrade, Serbia) lives and works in Belgrade and London.
Djordjevic completed her Bachelor and Master studies at Faculty of Fine Arts in Belgrade.
Selected solo exhibitions include: ‘The Metamorphosis’ at Taipei Dangdai, Dio Horia
Gallery, Taipei; ‘Renaissance Humanism' at Art021 Shanghai, Dio Horia Gallery, Shanghai;
‘This Must Be The Place’ at Carl Kostyal Gallery, London; ‘Deal Again’ at Balkan Projects,
Los Angeles; ‘I am Always a Different Person’ at Dio Horia Gallery, Athens. Selected group
exhibitions include: ‘Once Upon a Time in Mayfair’ at Philips X in collaboration with
Dynamisk, London; ‘New Mediations’ at MODEM Modern and Contemporary Arts Centre,
Debrecen; 'After Hope' at Dio Horia Gallery, Athens; ‘Drawing Together 201 Exquisite
Corpses’, curated by Hans Ulrich Obrist at Museum in Bellpark Kriens; ‘The Artist is Online’
at Koning Gallery, Berlin; ‘XY group show’ at Galerie Rundganger, Frankfurt; ‘Mixed
Pickles 9' at Ruttkowski Gallery, Munich; ‘We Used to Gather’ at Library Street Collective,
Detroit; ‘Friends Non Show' at Dio Horia Gallery, Athens; ‘Post Digital Pop’ at The Garage,
Amsterdam and her participation at the 57th October Art Salon, Biennial exhibition,
Belgrade. Her work has been featured in Juxtapoz, Abstract, TimeOut London, Hypebeast
and more art publications. She has received two awards for Painting, the Ristai Beta
Vukanovi¢ and the Faculty of Fine Arts in Belgrade prizes.

— Exhibition info — Upcoming Exhibitions
Maja Djordjevic: Rhys Lee

Theatre of Memories Residency Show

Sglo Sh(_)w ‘ Dio Horia Acropolis

Dio Horia Acropolis April 06 — May 06, 2023

February 04 — March 14, 2023
Iliodora Margellos

Dio Horia Acropolis Solo Project
5-7 Lempesi & 16 Porinou St Dio Horia Annex
Acropolis, Athens, 11742 April 06 — May 06, 2023

Tel: +30 2109241382 | +30 2106714827
Email: gallery@diohoria.com
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Maja Djordjevic's | ‘Theatre of Memories’ [@€atpo tng MvAung]

Ta AUo Xwpld ival otnv euxdplotn B€on va napoucidocouv TNV atoulkn €kBeon tng Maja
Djordjevic, ‘Theatre of Memories’ [©@£atpo tng MvAuNc]: 8 {wypagikda épya kal 6 £épya
Bivteo tng kaAAtéxvidag and tn ZepBia Oa Bpiokovtal otnv ykaAepi otnv AKpOnoAn,
heta&u 04 deBpouapiou kat 14 Maptiou 2023. Me tnv eukalpia tng ékBeong,
dnuooleletal katdloyog nou nepAapuBavel nAovuoia pwtoypaPlkd UALKO, KaBwg Katl
ouvodeuTiké keipevo TG Ana Eres.

JUppwva Pe TNV teAeutala, otig npéoPateg dnuoupyieg tng n Maja Djordjevic e€epeuva
Vv évvola tn¢ euBpauotdtntag, ekBEtovtag T YUPVES PLyoUpEC TG, ENipovoug
NPWTAYWVIOTEG TwV {WyPAPLKWV TNE ENVONCEWY, OTN OKNVoypa@ia glag ¢avtaclakng
glkévag nou avantuooetal oe oxéon Pe TNV 1Oéa tou Bedtpou tn¢ pvAPNG. O ItaAdg
P\6oo@oc Giulio Camillo oxebiaoe 1o €pyo «@£atpo tng MvAUNG» Tov 160 alwva, w¢ éva
10ewbdeg apxitektévnua nou Ba xwpobetoUoe TNV avBpwnivn yvwon 6Aou tou Kéapou. O
oxedlaopodg tou avanapdayel tn dopn tou apxaiou Bedtpou, avtlotpEéPovtag OJwWCE TN
oxéon peta&l oknVvAG Kal kowvoU kaBwc¢ tonoBetel tov Beatr ent okNvAC, EKTeBeIPévo oTn
HVAKN TNG avBpwnivng yvwong nNou ival taktonotnuévn o0to Katackelaopa tou
ag@Bedatpou. Mg e@aAtiplo autiyv tn getatonion otn oxéon €kBeong peta&u
UNOKELPEVOU Kal avTIKEIdevonolnyévng HVAKUNG, N Maja Djordjevic tonoBetel ti¢ popPéc-
alter ego tn¢ o€ Beatpikég Kataotaoelg 6nou Asttoupyouv TG00 WG EUAAWTA UNOKEIPEVa
000 Kal W¢ avtlkeigeva twv avakARGEWV 0TNV NPOCWIKA JVAKN TNG KaAAITéxvidag.

Ot lwypaikég dladikaoieg tng Maja Djordjevic ouvdéovtal P TIG TEXVIKEC TNG
dnuioupyiag wnelakwy eikévwy Pe éva anid Aoylopikd oxedlaong to onoio ftav
e€alpetika dnuoirég ota natdid katd tn dekaetia tou 1990 kal pe to onoio énatle cuxva
kat n iéta n kaAAtéxvida peyaAwvovtag. Oa pnopoloe Kaveig va net 6Tl ol NPWTEG,
dlanAaotikég epnelpieg tng otn (wypa@ikn nnyalouv and ta okaplpnuata Kat ta okitoa
nou dnuloupyoUoe oto MS Paint w¢ plag JopPng elkovoypalkd nUEPOASYLO Nou
KpatoUoe wq Pikpd Kopital, dtatnpwvtag {wvtavég TG IOIWTIKEG aVaPVACELG TNG KE TN
Hop@n apxeiwv jpeg N tiff. H apecdtnta TNC HETAPOPAC NPAYHATIKWY KABNUEPIVWV
Blwpdtwy o€ ePAUEPEC WNPLAKEG EIKOVEC anotéAeoe Tn Baon plag dlaitepng
autoBloypagiag, n onoia entteAeital péoa and TOUC XAPAKTAPEC-OKAPLPNUATA TWV
HIKPWV KOPLTOLWV Kal ayoplwyv nou eggavidovial we npwiaywvioTéG Kal apnyntég oToug
nivakeg {wypa@Ikig tnG. Q¢ ek ToUtou, To O€atpo tNg MviAuNG nou dnuloupyel p€oa otov
ekBealakd xwpo dev pavtddlel povo wg oknvikéd ékBeong tng euBpauctodtnTag pe dpoug
oUYyXpOoVWY CWHATIKWY BlwPATtwy, NapagopPwPéEVWY KAl anocuvteBelgévwy HEow
TEXVOAOYIKWYV dlapgecoAafBroswy, aAAd Kal w¢ éva idog Spapatoupyikig avtinapddeong
HE NPOCWNIKECG PVAPEG, pOBouc Kal eAnidec.

KaBwg n kaAAtéxvng entpével va (wypa@ilel kapBadeg kapoupAaplopévouc Je paotep
YPAPIKWV UNOAOYLOTH Kal TonoBetnuévouc we avtikeipeva otov ekBeatakd xwpo,
npokuntel éva napadofo petadl tng Ynlakng kat tnG UAIKAG €lkdvag, To onoio
aploBntei ek véou tnv évvola tng CUYKEKPIPEVOTNTAC TOU HEoOU TG (WYPAPIKAG.
davtalel wg appionuog oxoAlaopuécg tng (wypAPou OXETIKA PE TO cUYXpOovo KOGHO pag
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NG ave&EAeyKTNG, ateAelwTNE KAl oUXVA XAOTIKNAG KUKAOPOpPIag ynplakwy elkévwy, 6rnou
O0Aa éxouv (ON WOWBEel kat undpxouv o€ Pla awwvia KUAton tng 086évng: av n {wypaPikn
bev unopei va to vikioet autd, 1ot Ba npénel va cupgnapataxBei pe autd. € évav té€tolo
KOauo-twv-elkovwy, n {wypadikni ektiBetal otnv NnpOKANoN va anoppo@ProEL Kal va
olkelonotnBei To gynxaviogo avtinaAwyv tpoénwv napaywyng lkévag npokelPgévou va
Sdtatnpnoet tn (wtikdtNTd TNG. H Maja Djordjevic Bpiokel otnv euBpauctdtnta tnv
avtiotaon tn¢ {wypaPlkng NPog anokatdotaon Tou enikalpou TG NPAKTIKAG TG ‘H, 6nwg
kpauyalouv ta dUo cwuata depéva Pe tatvia oto kpePatt nou ennAéel otn BAAacoca
otov nivaka tng: Fragile together, always and forever! EuBpauatot padi, ndvra kat yta ndvra!

— TEAOZ —
ZUvtopo Bloypa@ikod

H Maja Djordjevic (yevv.1990, BeAlypadi, ZepBia) (et kal epyaletal oto BeAlypdadt kal oto
Novdivo. H Djordjevic oAoKANPWOE TIC NTUXIAKEG KAl JETANTUXIAKEG TNEG oNoud£éC otn
2xoAf KaAwv Texvwv tou BeAtypadiou. ENAeypéVEG ATOUIKEG EKBETELG TNG
neptAapBavouv: ‘The Metamorphosis’, Taipei Dangdai, AUo Xwp1d, Taipei, ‘Renaissance
Humanism’, Art021 Shanghai, AGo Xwp14, Zaykan, ‘This Must Be The Place’, Carl Kostyal
Gallery, Aovbivo, ‘Deal Again’ Balkan Projects, Aog AvtleAeg, ‘| am Always a Different
Person’, AUo Xwpld, ABAva. Ent\eypéveg opadikég ekBEoelg nepthapBavouv: ‘Once Upon a
Time in Mayfair’, Philips X oe ouvepyacia pe Dynamisk, Aovbivo, ‘New Mediations’,
MODEM Modern and Contemporary Arts Centre, Debrecen, 'After Hope', AUo Xwp14,
ABnva, ‘Drawing Together 201 Exquisite Corpses’, enipéAela Hans Ulrich Obrist, Mouoeio
Bellpark Kriens, ‘The Artist is Online’, Koning Gallery, BepoAivo, ‘XY group show’, Galerie
Rundganger, ®pavkpouptn, ‘Mixed Pickles 9’, Ruttkowski Gallery, Mévaxo, ‘We used to
gather’, Library Street Collective, Ntitporr, ‘Friends Non Show’, Ao Xwpta, ABrva, ‘Post
Digital Pop’, The Garage, Apotepvtay Kabwg Kat tn cUPPETOXA TN oto 57° October Art
Salon otnv MnievdAe BeAtypadiou. H SouAeld tng éxel Snuooteutei ota Juxtapoz,
Abstract, TimeOut London, Hypebeast kat dAAeg kaAAttexvikég ekddoeLC. ‘Exel AaBeL To
BpaBeio Ristai Beta Vukanovi¢ kat 1o BpaBeio tng ZxoAng KaAwv Texvwv oto BeAlypadt.

— MAnpo@opieg 'EKOeong — MNpooexeig EKOEoeLg
Maja Djordjevic: Rhys Lee
Theatre of Memories Mpoypappa KaAATEXVIKAG PlAo&eviag
Atopikn 'EkOeon AUO Xwpld AkpdnoAn
AUO0 Xwpld AkpdnoAn 06 AnplAiou — 06 Maiou, 2023
04 ®eBpouapiou — 14 Maptiou, 2023
HAwobwpa MapyéAiou
AUo Xwpla AKponoAn Atopukn Mapouaiaon
Aepnéon 5 -7 & Mopivou 16 AUo Xwpld Annex
AkponoAn, ABrva, 11742 06 AnplAiou — 06 Maiou, 2023
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