London-based Chinese artist, Xu Yang, presents her first solo
exhibition ‘Therefore | Am’ in Athens.

April 21, 2022 — Dio Horia Gallery is pleased to announce the solo exhibition of London-
based Chinese artist Xu Yang, entitied ‘Therefore | Am’. Xu’s first solo exhibition in Greece,
May 4 — June 3, 2022, is showcasing the never-ending journey of identity, passion and
power.

The exhibition will be the result of the artist’s residency at Dio Horia (April 2022), and will be
opening on May 4th, in the presence of the artist. Xu is planning to deliver a location-based
performance during the opening of the show, sharing her extravagant, luxuriously fine aura

with the audience.

With a solid background in classical composition and landscape techniques, the artist’s
meticulously layered canvas is filled with luscious, thick brushstrokes, offering an end result
resembling a decadent cake, directly influenced by Rococo’s elaborate ornamentation,
curved lines, and a pastel color palette that helps illustrate actions and bring fantasies to life.

Xu explores the construction of identity, from an expansive performative standpoint,
relinquishing the vulnerability of a receptive feminine position and embracing empowerment.
Drawing mainly from a movement traditionally dominated by women'’s tastes, as well as the
teachings of eminent female artists — from Elisabeth Le Brun and Anna Costa to Claude
Cahun and Cindy Sherman — and drag performance, she steps away from her earlier series
of faceless portraits and turns to an intimate self-portraiture that corresponds to certain
archetypes anyone shall feel free to project on, thus shaping collective patterns, questioning
what is real, what is fake, and what is woman.

Sharing the same name with one of the Qianlong Emperor’s leading artists, who was
recruited as a court painter in 1751, Xu Yang chooses to join in the entourage of emblematic
female figures of the 18th century, such as Marie Antoinette and Madame de Pompadour,
and communicate the social & gender hierarchies shift that their power and influence
represented.

While the performative post-structural aspect is found to be temporal, our core is timeless
and universal, and as the artist regards her constructed identity and performance as an
artwork, she makes use of manual photoshopping, in a postmodernist pastiche that brings
together Instagram pop culture and stereotypes of female beauty, silicone boobs, lush
dresses, hip-pads, fetish petticoats and classical sculpted busts. All-in-all, the artist’s oll
paintings incorporate diverse elements to which separate groups may relate — connecting to
the drag element, the queer identity, surgery & body modification, makeup, fashion or female
narratives, respectively — upscaling her symbolism to universal-level status.

Starting from a place where the sex/gender distinction is collapsing, there is no “natural
body” pre-existing its cultural inscription. For, as per J. Butler, bodies are gendered from the
beginning of their social existence, there is no existence that is not social, and there is no
sex that is not always already gender. In this way, the artist offers an active perspective that
is ultimately political, pushing boundaries, challenging & delicately directing the way the
viewer experiences and interprets the phenomena that they observe.

Quoting the artist, “This show, it is my presence; behind thinking, there is a conscious
construction.” Or, in other words, Creo, Ergo Sum [l create, therefore | am].
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— END —

NOTES TO EDITORS

— Xu Yang (b. 1996, China) lives and works in London, U.K. She received an MA in
Painting from the Royal College of Art (2018-2020) and a First-Class Honours BA in Painting
from Wimbledon College of Arts. Xu has been the recipient of several awards; in 2019, Xu
received the Highly Commended award at the Air Gallery Open and she was the winner of
Barbican Arts Group Trust Artwork Open 2019. Xu’s work explores childhood fantasies,
fetishes and identity, through painting, photography, and mixed media, taking history and
mysticism as a starting point. Her practice is driven by a desire to ‘resuscitate’ Rococo styles
and sensibilities, painting unapologetic female figures in a lavish, extravagant style. Her
works have been featured in numerous exhibitions around the world and presented in
various international art publications like Vogue Singapore, Elephant Magazine, Fad
Magazine, The Sunday Times Culture, among others.

— Exhibition info — Upcoming Exhibitions & Fairs

Xu Yang: Therefore | Am Maja Djordjevic: The Metamorphosis
Taipei Dangdai Art Fair
Solo Booth # S13

May 20 — May 22, 2022

Residency Show | Solo show
Dio Horia Athens
May 4 — June 3, 2022

Dio Horia Project Space Athens After Hope

. Chris Akordalitis, Pablo Benzo, Javier
Mantzouraki 16, 11524, Calleja, Mira Dancy, Maja Djordjevic, Hulda
Nea Filothei, Athens Guzman, Elias Kafouros, Katelyn Ledford,
Tel: +30 2106714827 Rhys Lee, lliodora Margellos, Tatiana

Zagari (Pottati Pottato)
Dio Horia Athens
June 8 — July 8, 2022

Email: info@diohoria.com
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H kivedikiig kataywyng KaAAITExvida amrd 1o Aovdivo Xu Yang
TTOPOUCIAEl TNV TTPWTHN TNG ATOMIKN €KOeon oTnv ABnRva,
‘Therefore | Am’ [Apa utrdpXw]

22 AtrpiAiou 2022 — Me 181aiTepn Xapd n yKaAepi AUo Xwpid avaKOIVWVEI TNV OTOUIK
€kBeon TNG KIVEQIKNG KaTaywyng KaAAITéxvidag atrd 1o Aovdivo Xu Yang, ue TiTAo ‘Therefore |
Am' [Apa uttdpyxw]. H TpwTn atouikn ékBeon TG Xu otnv EAAGSA, 4 Mdiou — 3 louviou
2022, Trapouaiddel To arépuovo Tagidl TNG TauTéTNTAG, Tou TTABOUG Kal TNG £E0UTIaG.

H ékBeon Ba TpaypaToTToinBEi wg emoTéyaoua Tou residency Tng Xu ota Auo Xwpid
(ATTpidiog 2022) kai Ba eykaiviaoTei oTIg 4 Mdaiou, TTapouadia TnG KAANITEXVIOAS. ZTa EYKAivVIO
NG €kBeang, N Xu Ba emTeAéTEl pia TTapdoTaon oxedlaouévn €IBIKA yIa TN CUYKEKPIPEVN
TOTTO0E0ia, KOIVWVWVTAG OTO KOIVO TNV TTAOUCIA EKAETTTUGHEVN aUpa TG.

Me oTépeo uTTORABPO OTIG TEXVIKEG TNG KAQCIKAG OUVOEONG KAI TOTTIOYPAPIAG, O ETTIMEAWG
TTOAUETTITTEDOG KAUBAG TNG KAANITEXVIOOG Eival YEUATOG ATTOAQUOTIKG XUMWOEIG TTIVEAIEG,
TIPOCPEPOVTAG EVA TENIKO ATTOTEAECUA TTOU HOIACEl e OEAEATTIKA TOUPTA, APECT
ETTNPEACHEVO ATTO TNV TTEPITEXVN BIAKOOUNON, TIG KAPTTUAEG YPANMPEG KAl TNV TTAOTEN TTOAETA
ToU Pokokd, TTou BonBd va eikovoypa@nBei n dpdon Kai va {wvTavEWOoUV Ol PavTaCIWOEIG.

H Xu e€epeuvd TNV KATAOKEUN TNG TAUTOTNTAG ATTO MIO EUPEIQ ETTITEAECTIKA OKOTTI,
EYKATAAEITTOVTAG TNV €UBPAUCTOTNTA TOU BNAUKOU WG BEKTN UTTEP TNG EVOUVANWONG.
AVTAWVTOG KUPIWG atTd £va Kivnua TTou KuplapXeital TTapadociakd arrd Ta yuvaikeia youoTa,
KaBwg Kai atrd TIG BIdaXES OlaKEKPINEVWVY KAANITEXVIOWV —aTTo TnVv Elisabeth Le Brun kai Tnv
Anna Costa wg Tnv Claude Cahun kai Tn Cindy Sherman— aAAd kail a1mo 10 vipayk
TELPOPUAVS, ATTOUAKPUVETAI ATTO TNV TIPONYOUHEVN OEIPA ATTPOCWTTWYV TTOPTPETWYV TNG KAl
OTPEPETAI O€ MIO EVOOOKOTTIKI] AQUTOTTPOCWTTOYPAPIQ TTOU AVTIOTOIXEI O€ OPICUEVD APXETUTIA,
oTa oTToia KaBEvag eival EAeUBEPOG va KAVEI TIG DIKEG TOU TTPOLBOAEG, DIANOPPWVOVTAG £TCI
OUAAOYIKA PoTiRa, au@ioBnTwvTag TI gival TTpayuaTiko, Ti €ival WeUTIKO Kal TI €ival yuvaika.

2UVWVUNN PE évav atro Toug Kopu@aioug KAANITEXVEG Tou AuTokpdaTopa ToIavAOVYK, O
OTT0i0G TTPOCEANPON WG (WYPAPOG TNG AUTOKPATOPIKAG AUARG TO 1751, N Xu Yang €TTIAEyel
va evtaxBei oTnv KouoTwdia BANUATIKWY Yuvalkwy Tou 18ou aiwva, 6TTwg n Mapia
Avtouavéta kal n Mavtdpy vre MNoptravToup, Kai va ETTIKOIVWVACEI TIG JETATOTTIOEIG OTIG
KOIVWVIKEG KAl EMPUAEG IEPAPXIEG TTOU AVTITIPOCWTTEUCE N dUVAUN KOl ETTIPPON TOUG.

H emTEAEOTIKI) HETABOMIKY TITUXI OTTOOEIKVUETAI EQREPT, OPWGS O TTUPAVOG Pag gival
BIaYPOVIKOG Kal OIKOUMEVIKOG, Kal KaBwg n KaAAITExvIda Bewpei TRV TQUTOTNTA KAl TNV
eMTENEDT TNG £PYO TEXVNG, ETTIOTPATEUEI TO XEIPOTTOINTO photoshopping yia va dnpioupynoel
Eva JETOPOVTEPVO TTAOTIG TTOU CUVOUACE! TNV TTOTT KOUATOUpPA Tou Instagram kai Ta
OTEPEOTUTIA YUVAIKEIAG OPOPPIAG, Ta 0THON atd olAikévn, Ta TTAoUCIa QopEaTa, Ta
evOEpaTa YAOUTWYV, TO QETIX KOUTTIVECOV Kal TIG KAQOIKEG YAUTITEG TTPOTOUEG. 2TO OUVOAOG TOUG
ol eAaIOYPOQiEg TNG KAANITEXVIDAG EVOWUATWYOUV ETEPOKANTA OTOIXKEIQ PE TA OTTOI UTTOPOUV
va TaUTIOTOUV BIAQOoPES OPAdES BeaTWV —TAUTION PE TO OTOIXEIO VIPAYK, TNV TAUTOTNTA KOUip,
TNV TPOTTOTTOINGN CWHATOG PE XEIPOUPYIKA ETTEURACN, TO PEIK OTT, TN HOBA 1} Ta BnNAUKA
a@nynuaTa, avriotoixo— avaBabui¢ovrag Tov CUPBOAITHO TNG O€ OIKOUUEVIKO ETTITTEDO.

Me agpetnpia To onueio 6TTou KaTappEEer N dIAKPIoH GUAOU/YEVOUG, TO «PUOIKO CWHO» dEV
TPOUTTAPXEI TNG TTOMITIOTIKAG TOU eyypagng. AidTi, cUpewva ue Tnv J. Butler, Ta cwpata
QTTOKTOUV QUAO HPE TNV apxr TNG KOIVWVIKNG TOUg UTTapéng, dev uttdipxel UTTapn TTou va unv
€ival KOIVWVIKN Kal dev UTTApXEl UAO TTOoU va unv gival TTavta Adn yévos. Me autdv Tov
TPOTTO, N KAANITEXVIOA TTPOCPEPEI I EVEPYNA TTPOOTITIKA TTOU EVTEAEI €ival TTONITIKY, wWOEi o€

DIO HORIA CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY « ATHENS « MYKONOS « GREECE * INFO@DIOHORIA.COM



uTTépBacn opiwv, TIPOKAAWVTAG Kal KABOdNYWVTAG PE AETTTOTATA TOV TPOTTO TTOU OI BEQTEG
Biwvouv Kal epunvelouV Ta @AIVOPEVA TTOU TTAPATNEOUV.

Mapabétovrag Ta Adyia TnG idiag TNG KAANITEXVIBAG, «AuThH n €KBean givai n mapouadia pou:
miow arrd TN OKEWN, UTTAPXE Ia auveIdNT Kataokeun». 'H, pe dAa Aoéyia, Creo, Ergo Sum
[Anuioupyw, apa uttdpxw].

— TEAOZ —

— H Xu Yang (y. 1996, Kivag) el kai epydaletal o1o Aovdivo. ‘Exel TITuxio Zwypa@iKng Ye
TIMNTIKA d1dKpIoN TTPWTNG KAAong atro 1o Wimbledon College of Arts kal HETATITUXIOKO OTN
Zwypagikr atmoé 1o Royal College of Art (2018-2020). H Xu éxel BpaBeuTei atrd diapdpoug
@opeic. To 2019, Tng atroveundnke n didkpion Highly Commended oto AIR Gallery Open kai
ATav n vikATpia Tou Barbican Arts Group Trust ArtWorks Open. To £pyo Tng Xu e€epeuva TIg
TTAIBIKEG PAVTACIWOEIG, TO PETIX KAI TNV TAUTOTNTA, JECA ATTO TN CWYPAPIKN, TN GWTOYPAPIa
KO MIKTEG TEXVIKEG, UE QQETNPIO TNV I0TOPIA KOI TOV JUCTIKIOKO. H TTpaKTIKY TNG KaBodnyeital
a1ré TNV €mBUNIa va «avaIiwaoel» Ta OTUA Kal TIG euaiobnoieg Tou Pokokd, {wypagifovtag
QYEPWXEG YUVAIKEIEG PIYOUPES PE TTAOUCIO, OXEDOV UTTEPQIaAO OTUA. 'Epya Tng €Xouv
TTAPOUCIAOTEI € TTOAEG EKBECEIC € OAO TOV KOOUO Kal o€ dIA@opa dIEBVA KAAITEXVIKA
évtutia, 0TTwg Vogue Singapore, Elephant Magazine, FAD Magazine, The Sunday Times
Culture, peTagu GAAWV.

— MAnpogopicc £kBeoC — lMpooeyxeig ekOETEIG KOl SpwHEVA

Xu Yang: Therefore | Am Maja Djordjevic: The Metamorphosis

Mpoypaupa PiAoeviag | AtopikA ‘EkBeon
Ao Xwpia ABriva
4 Mdiou — 3 louviou, 2022

Auo Xwpid Project Space Abrjva
Mavtloupdkn 16, 11524,
Néa PiAoBén, ABriva

Email: info@diohoria.com

Taipei Dangdai Art Fair
AtopiknA MNapouaciaon #S13
20 Mdiou — 22 Maiou, 2022

After Hope

Chris Akordalitis, Pablo Benzo, Javier
Calleja, Mira Dancy, Maja Djordjevic, Hulda
Guzman, Elias Kafouros, Katelyn Ledford,
Rhys Lee, lliodora Margellos, Tatiana
Zagari (Pottati Pottato)

Ao Xwpia ABriva
louviou 8 — louAiou 8, 2022
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