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*I'ta to E2Anviko Agitio Tomov, mopakxaiovus uetofeite moparxdte

Elias Kafouros

Deeply Dramatic Art

Elias Kafouros is a distinctive storyteller. For more than two decades, he has
created dense, meticulously detailed worlds in which painting and drawing
meet cinema, comics, animation, popular culture, and the ceaseless flow of
images in contemporary life. Beneath the visual excess of his work lies a
profoundly human anxiety: our need to transform chaos into narrative and,
through it, to construct a version of the world we can bear.

Kafouros (b. 1978, Athens) studied painting at the Athens School of Fine Arts
and animation at the School of Visual Arts in New York. Over the course of a
practice spanning two decades, he has developed an instantly recognisable
visual language. In 2013, he received a Fulbright Scholarship, while his long-
standing collaboration with Hermeés has carried his distinctive graphic universe
beyond the boundaries of contemporary art.

In Deeply Dramatic Art, Kafouros returns to the images he grew up with:
comics and animation, heroic characters from cinema, and a visual universe that
shaped, from an early age, his understanding of the relationship between
fantasy and reality and the ways in which they function. These are images that
never fully managed to conceal their construction — you could see the set, the
mask, the special effect — yet this did not make them any less realistic, not in
terms of the stories they told, but in relation to the viewer's own world. On the
contrary, theillusion that transforms a film into lived experience required the
active participation of the viewer's imagination.

The new works function in much the same way. Faces, objects, symbols, and
fragments of stories are organised into compositions of almost cinematic
intensity. Narrative is not merely the content of the work; it determines the
very way in which the work is structured.

This logic also reveals the influence of the hand-painted film poster, in which
different scenes and characters were condensed into a single image. The same
principle reinforces the cinematic and theatrical character of the works, while
their social and political dimension emerges through a world in which reality is
continuously mediated by images, narratives, and roles.
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“For most of our lives, the mind operates like a film studio,” Kafouros says. “It is
a narrator and then a projector. And it functions through oppositions. In the
ceaseless narratives of the self that judges, justifies, reacts, and resists, we are
sometimes the hero and sometimes the villain. Very rarely, however, are we not
the protagonist.”

Kafouros insists that he does not paint from imagination. Rather, he seeks to
reconstruct an illusion of reality, even when it is fragmented through the
aesthetics of collage. His world is not a world of fantasy but, as he himself
writes, “the imprint of the imaginary that emerges from the continuous
disintegration and reconstruction of the real.”

Perhaps, in the end, what Kafouros does is both very simple and very difficult:
he takes the relentless noise of images, memory, desire, and information and
transforms it into a world in which we can stand and look. A world that is
excessive, funny, dark, tender, and restless — just like our own.

For if the mind is indeed a narrator and projector, as he says, then perhaps

reality is never only what happens. It is also everything we invent in order to
make it livable. And that, ultimately, is a deeply dramatic art.

Download press materials here:

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/1srx0t2lrr2v2mOuhdOna/AAS5TgPvulb guJoSZxJ
XHI?rlkev=1agu7uocik9k3p92rc658e3ok&st=xs01onk3&dl=0




DIO HORIA GALLERY
ATHENS, GREECE

+30 210 6714827
INFODDIOHORIA.COM
WWW.DIOHORIA.COM LNLRC11JVN

HAlag Kagoupog

BaBia Apapatikn TEXvN

O HAlag Kagoupoc sival évag 1dloouykpaotakdc apnyntic. ESw kat
neplocotepo and duo dekaetieg Snuloupyei nukvouc, e€alpeTikd AentoPepeiq
kKbéopoug, otoug onoiouc n {wypa@lkn Kat to oxéSlo ouvavtouv tov
Kivnuatoypdgo, ta comics, To animation, tn Aaikf KouAtoUpa kat tnv adiakonn
pon elkévVwV tn¢ olyxpovng (wn¢. Katw and tnv ontikh unepBoAn Twv épywv
Tou Bpioketal pia Babia avbpwnivn aywvia: n avaykn pag va JETAtpENOUKE TO
xdo¢ o 1otopla Kkay, péoa and autry, va katackeudloupe pla ekSoxr tou
KOOPOU Nou gnopoUye va aviéEoUE.

O Ka@oupocg (y. 1978, ABriva) onoudaoce {wypa@ikn otnv AvwTtatn IXoAn
KaAwv Texvwv tng ABrvac kat animation oto School of Visual Arts tng N€ag
YopKknc. tn SlapKela Plag Npaktikig nou ekteivetal o€ U0 deKAETIEC, £XEL
SlapopPwoel gla dpeca avayvwpiolgn elkaotikn yh\wooa. To 2013 éAafe
unotpo@ia Fulbright, evw n pakpdxpovn cuvepyaoia tou e tov Hermes
HETEPEPE TO 18LOPOPpPO oxedlacTikd Tou olunav Kat népa and ta épla tng
oUyxpovng Téxvng.

Ytn BaBwa Apapatikn Téxvn, 0 KapoUpog eNOTpEPEL OTIC ELKOVEC PE TIC OMOIEC
HEYAAWOE: oTa comics Kal to animation, o€ NPWIKOUC Kvhuatoypa@ikouq
XAPAKTAPEG Kal o€ £va ontikoé cupnav nou Stagdppwaoe and vwpic Tnv
avtiAnyn Tou yia tn oxéon Kal tn Asltoupyia tn¢ pavtaoiag Kkat tng
npayuatikétntac. Eival elkéveg nou noté dev katd@epav va KpUWPouVv EVTEAWC
TNV KAtaokeurn Toug — £BAeneC to oknNVIKS, TN BAoka, 1o €101K6 @€ — Kal Oev
énauayv yl' auto va eivatl peaAloTikég, XL w¢ NPog TNV lotopia nou apnyouvtay,
aAM\d w¢ npog tov kdéopo tou idlou tou Beatn. AvtiBeta, yia tn ouvOnkn tNG
weubaloBnong nou petatpénel éva ey o€ Biwpa, anattoloav TNV evepyn
OUMMETOXN TNG @avtaociag tou Beatn.

Kanwc £tol Astitoupyouv Kal ta véa épya. Mpoéowna, avtikeipeva, cUPBoAa kat
Bpalopata loTopLWV oOpyavwvovtal oe cUVBETELC OXESOV KIVNUATOYPAPIKAG
évtaonc. H apnynon dgv anoteAel anAwg To NepLEXOPEVO TOU £pyou, aAAG
kaBopilel tov idlo tov tpdno pe tov onoio autd dopeital.

>t Aoyikn auth Bpioketal kal n entppon tTNE XelpolwypaPlopEVNC
Klvnuatoypa@kng apiocag, 6rnou SlapopeTIKEG OKNVEC KAl XAPAKTAPEC
oupgnukvwvovtav o€ pia elkéva. H idla Aoyikn evioxUel Tov Kivnuatoypa@ko
Kal Beatpikd XapakTpa Twv £PYwV, EVW TO KOWVWVLIKO Kat NoALTtikd oTolxeio
avaduetal yéoa anod évav k6oPo énou n npaypatikétnta pecolaPeitat
Slapkw¢ anod elkOVeg, apnynoeLg kal pOAouC.
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«Ma to peyaAutepo pépog tng (wng, to JuaAd pag Asttoupyei cav
Klvnuatoypa@lkd otouvtio», Aéet o Kapoupoc. «Eivat apnyntig kat énetta
npotléktopac. Kat Asttoupyei péoa and avuBéoslc. Ztic adlakoneg apnynoelg
TOoU £autoU nou Kpivel, dikaloAoyei, avtidpd kat avtiotéketal, AA\ote eipacte o
ApPwag Kalt AAAoTe 0 Kakoc. MoAU ondavia, Spwe, Sev NPWTAYWVICTOUHEY.

O Ka@oupocg entpével 6tL dev (wypailel and tn pavracia. AvtiBeta, entdLwKel
va avakataokeudoel yla yeudaiocbnon tng npaypatikotntag, akéun kat étav
auth Katakeppatifetal and tnv alcOntkh tou KoAdl. O kéopoc tou dev eival
évag k6opoc TnN¢ @avtaoiag, aAAd, énwc ypagel o idlog, «to anotunwpya Tou
@avtacTtikoU nou npokuntel anod tn cuvexn anodlapBpwon kat
avacuykpdTnon ToU PEAALOTIKOU».

Towg teAka autd nou Kavel o KapouUpocg va sivat noAU anAd kat noAU SUckKoAo
tautdéxpova: naipvel tov akatanavoto 66pufo TG elkdvag, TNG JVARNG, TNG
emnBupiag kal tng nAnpo@opiag Kal Tov JeTatpénel o€ évav KOGPO OToV onoio
pgnopouUue va otaBoupe Kal va kottdéoupe. Evav kéopo unepBoAikd, aoteio,
OKOTEIWVO, TPUPEPO Kal avijouxo — 6nwc akplBwc kat o S1kO¢ pac.

Mati, av o vouc gival npayuatt apnyntic kat npotléktopacg, 6nwc Aéct o idlog,
ToTE {owg N Nnpaypatikétnta va pnv €ivat noté pévo autd nou cupPaivel. Eival
kat 6Aa 6oa entvooUpe yia va pnopécoupe va tn {jooupe. Kat auty eivat,
TEAIKG, pla Babid dSpapatikn Téxvn.

Katefaote UAIKO yia tov TUno edw:

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/1srx0t2lrr2v2mOuhdOna/AA5TgPvulb qu
JoSZxJ XHI?rlkey=1aqu7uocik9k3p92rc658e3gk&st=xs01onk3&d(=0




